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Is Your Net-Working?

If you want to find a: dentist, doctor, plumber, electrician, personal trainer, coach, nutrition consultant, graphic designer, hypnotherapist, masseur or acupuncturist, how do you go about it?   Do you Google, search through Yellow pages or do you ask somebody for a recommendation?

Research suggests that most people have a buying strategy that is based upon the positive experience and recommendations of friends and colleagues.  There is a great deal of comfort in knowing that somebody gives good service.  

Everybody has a network at some level, it may just be that the term ‘network’ sounds awfully American and may seem divisive to some.  

For those of you considering a career change, did you know that over 50% of people who find new jobs or careers do so by uncovering opportunities through people they already know, i.e. their networks?

It does not matter if you are self employed or working for somebody else, the power of networking is far reaching and is one of the best ways to connect people and good ideas together.  

There are many professional networking organisations now in the UK to help individuals and small business to grow.  If you have not experienced one, stretch your boundaries and try one out.  BNI or Business Network International www.bni.com are an global organisation with a strong foothold in the UK.  They meet every week in a town near you for breakfast with the sole aim of promoting the services of their members.  Each member becomes an ‘ambassador’ for the other members.  You can go along as a guest to a local BNI ‘chapter’ and see what it is all about.

Here are some resources that you may find helpful to help you get started or to expand your networking experience:-

www.linkedin.com   - An on line business networking community

www.ecademy.com  - on line business networking

You network everyday of your life with your family and friends, why not expand the experience and use your skills to surround yourself with people you know, like and trust.

Make sure your net is working for you.  
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